
 
Essential Guidelines 
TN K – 12 Intellectually Gifted Assessment 
 
The following guidelines are essential in making sure the Tennessee Intellectually Gifted criteria are 
met: 
 
 

⎯ Total Score Requirements 
A total of 50 or more points are required to satisfy Tennessee’s Intellectually Gifted criteria, 
which must include the following: 
a) a Second or Third Range score (20 or 30 points) on at least one Target Instrument from any 

of the 3 Assessment Categories (Educational Performance, Creativity/ Characteristics of 
Gifted, Cognition), AND 

b) a First Range score (10 points) on a Target Instrument in both Educational Performance 
(Assessment Option 1, 2 or 3) and Cognition (Assessment Option 14) Categories. 

 
 

⎯ Target Instrument Requirements – 2nd or 3rd Range Scores 
Target Instruments are designated for each Assessment Category on the TN K-12 Intellectually 
Gifted Assessment Scoring Grid (Educational Performance, Creativity/Characteristics of Gifted, 
Cognition).  A student must earn points in the Second or Third Range on at least one Target 
Instrument in order to satisfy eligibility criteria. 
 

 
⎯ Target Instrument Score Requirements – 1st Range Scores 

A score must be obtained in at least the First Range on a Target Instrument in both Educational 
Performance (Assessment Option 1, 2, or 3) and Cognition (Assessment Option 14) Categories.  
If a First Range score in Educational Performance (Assessment Option 1, 2, or 3) is used to 
satisfy this criterion, a Second or Third Range score in Educational Performance may be used 
to acquire a better score for Category Points. 
 

 
⎯ Assessment Category Points 

Only one instrument may be used for the calculation of Category Points in each category. 
 

 
⎯ Product/Portfolio Points 

Points earned for a Product/Portfolio may be scored in either the Educational Performance or 
the Creativity/Characteristics of Gifted Assessment Categories, but not both. 
 

 
⎯ Scoring Requirements – TN Teacher Observation Checklist (TnTOC, TnTOC+) and TN 

Supplementary Performance Checklist (TnSup) 
If the TnTOC or the TnTOC+ is used to meet eligibility criteria in the Creativity/ Characteristics 
of Gifted Category, the TnSup cannot be used to meet eligibility criteria in the Educational 
Performance Category.  


